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Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. We have made it through the six weeks of Lent in preparation for  

Resurrection Sunday and the season of Easter. We traveled with Peter’s wandering heart through  

enthusiasm, doubt, fear, denial, and bewilderment. And maybe we experienced those same things on our Lenten 

journey. But we have arrived at the day that we've been all waiting for…the empty tomb. God’s ultimate victory 

over death and our own sinfulness through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

If this were a movie, the credits would be about to roll. But this isn't a movie. This is real life. And the story isn't 

over yet. Of course, there's the fact that Easter is a season in our church calendar that lasts 50 days. Even then, the 

story isn't over. So, you may be asking yourself, “What comes next?” 

I think we can take our cue from Mary and the disciples. It's our time to enter the story. Mary proclaimed on that 

first Easter morning, “I have seen the Lord.” And she did not keep that news to herself. She told those who would 

listen.  

She has encountered the risen Lord…the Lord of victory, the Lord of hope, the Lord of Life. That was good news 

then, and it still is. She didn't keep it to herself, and neither should we. 

Jesus is lord, and as such has unimaginable power. And yet time and time again, he told the disciples to do things 

that he could have easily accomplished by saying the word. He could've commanded the fish to jump into the 

boat, but he told the disciples to cast out their nets. (See John 21) He could've restored the blind man's sight simply 

by declaring, “See!” But he covered his eyes in mud made with Jesus’ spit and then told the man exactly where to 

go wash it off. (See John 9) Jesus uses partners in this work.  

We step into this story now as a kingdom partner. It is now our turn to declare, “I have seen the Lord!” to a world 

that needs hope, signs of victory, and abundant life.  

Because Easter isn't a day. It isn't a season. It is the way of Jesus Christ. As his disciples, we are Easter people who 

believe in the hope of resurrection, eternal life here on earth and the hereafter, and the kingdom of God. For we are 

people who have seen the Lord. Go and declare it.  

 

Peace & grace, 

Dana 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Sr. Associate Pastor’s Desk 

Spring Is Here 
 
Spring is in the air. After months of winter chill and ivy-cold mornings, nature is starting to thaw. Flowers are 
blooming, bees are buzzing, birds are singing, and warm winds are wafting. The sky is bluer, and the grass is 
greener. It's certainly easy to behold the beauty of God's creation when it erupts in color, birdsong, 
and new life in the spring. It's not only a delight for our senses but uplifting for our souls.  
 
In fact, recent studies suggest that living close to nature or "greenspace" has significant and wide-
ranging health benefits, such as lower rates of cardiovascular disease, type-2 diabetes, and stress.  
 
Observe the beauty of the trees, which were made pleasing to the eye and good for food (Gen. 2:9). 
 
Take time to smell the roses and be amazed by the myriads of flowers with different colors and scents. There 
are more than 400,000 different types of flowering plants. Jesus told us to consider the lilies of the field, that 
even Solomon in all his splendor was not dressed like one of them (Matt. 6:28-29). 
 
No matter how hard humans try, we can't replicate the science of making a plant from seed and causing it to 
grow, with the resulting blossom of color, texture, scent, and symmetry, as well as nectar and pollen, food for 
the birds and bees. 
 
Consider the blue sky. Peaceful, soft blue colors cause the body to produce calming chemicals. In fact, blue is 
the most calming color in the world. Strong blues stimulate clear thought, and softer blues calm the 
mind and aid concentration. If the sky 
was red we would all have higher blood pressure.  
 
In Psalm 23 we read God makes us lie down in green pastures. Green is perhaps the most perfect contrast  
color. It reflects nature and vitality. According to scientists, there are at least a million hues of green that the 
human eye can perceive. (Being able to distinguish between them is another story). 
 
As well as the physical beauty of God's creation, we also have the ability to appreciate the musical  
beauty.   There are about 830 species of birds in Australia and almost 200 in New Zealand, including a  
variety of songbirds. Their songs are highly complex and can contain dozens of notes per second, and they 
never sing out of key! 
 
So next time you find yourself outdoors, take time to enjoy the beauty of God's creation this Spring, and med-
itate on His wisdom and creativity. And why don't you plan some quiet time with God in His cathedral of 
creation. 
 
"Creation is awe-inspiring because it reflects the infinite wisdom and power of the One who conceived it." - 
Dean Ohlman.  Yes, He made everything beautiful in its time (Eccl 3:11) 
 
In His Service, 
Terry Phillips 
 

Welcome New Members:  

Chuck & Dawn Wilson 

(By transfer from another  

Denomination)                               
 

 
 
 
 



From the Associate Pastor’s Desk 

 

Grace without truth is hypocrisy. Truth without grace is brutality. 

 

One of my dearest friends and colleagues in ministry has often shared these words in conversations,  

preaching, and teaching contexts. And they always pack a holy punch for me. What is it that draws you to the 

gospel and the person of Jesus Christ? His grace? His truth? I don't believe it's supposed to be a  

bifurcated walk of faith where we arrogantly walk around as either/or people. We see both from Christ and we 

need both from Christ. Both grace and truth from His power to be able to live them out in a beautiful tension 

in our lives of faith, seeking to follow Jesus. 

 

Many of us grew up in homes and/or churches where conflict was about the same as heresy - unacceptable! 

But as we know, where there are people, relationships, and community - there will be hard seasons, difficult 

conversations, and conflict. There will be the deep need for the truth of who Jesus is and who He calls us to be. 

That sort of honesty is hard and holy. 

 

And we don't have much hope for ourselves or others without covering in grace the fullness of what it means 

to be honest with ourselves and others. The grace of Jesus saves us abundantly, richly, and wildly - to infinity 

and beyond. Before I get on my self-righteous high horse about how I'm better than someone else, I would do 

well to remember: there but for the grace of God go I. 

 

As believers, are we called to honesty and accountability? Of course. Does what we say and how we say it - the 

intention of our hearts, the passive aggressiveness, the tone of our words - matter? Resoundingly, yes. People 

will know Christ in us by knowing us by our love for Him and our love for others. Especially those who are 

vulnerable and/ or hard to love. Especially those who are vulnerable and/ or hard to love. Repeating for  

myself here. 

 

So as we celebrate the power of resurrection and new life in Christ, may we live it out in both grace and truth. 

 

In Christ, 

Beth+ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Soul Care will meet Monday, April 8 (note the date change this month!) at 7 p.m. in the Keheley building  

atrium. Rev. Beth's mom will be our special guest as she teaches on scripture memorization as a spiritual  

practice. All are welcome!  Contact Beth at beth@thepumpkinchurch.org for more information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Announcing the Pathfinder Class New Lesson Series: From the Cross of Christ to the Cross of Constantine - The First 

300 Years of Christianity.  Beginning Sunday, April 7, the Pathfinder Class will begin studying the Book of the Acts of 

the Apostles followed by the writings of the only contemporary historian whose works have survived that we may have 

the earliest (and only) records of the first 300 years, the writings of Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea. This is the period of time 

in which Christianity grew from a handful of disciples in Jerusalem to become the official faith of the Roman Empire and 

its Emperor, Constantine. Come and join us in Room 130 at 10 am every Sunday as  

Rev Dr Jim McGrath teaches this exciting story of the infancy of the people called Christians. 

Youth continued... 







WOMEN’S ACTIVITIES 

Save the Date! 

Bunco Night 

June 28 





*************************************************************************************************************************** 

Instructions for Setting Up a Church Online Account 
Member Sign In Link For Online Directory 

To set yourself up in ACCESS ACS, copy the below link in your search engine and complete 
your member set up.  Create a member ID and password.  You will be able to access everything in Church 
life.  You will be able to access the church directory, your statements as well as on-line giving.  

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=99961 
 
To add a photo to ACS, go into your ACS account, Click Profile in the dropdown menu, Click Edit, Click 
Personal Photo, and Upload Photo. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Sharon Griffin at Sharon@saumcmarietta.org  

St. Andrew’s Stephen Ministry 
 

Since 1975, well over a half-million laypeople from all walks of life have 

trained and served as Stephen Ministers, and most any one of them would 

be quick to tell you that becoming a Stephen Minister has been a powerful 

experience.  

  

Stephen Minister training is an enriching, enjoyable, spiritual experience, 

possibly unlike any other training people have participated in before.  The 

purpose of the training is to equip Stephen Ministers with essential caring 

and relating skills to provide high-quality, one-on-one, Christian care to  

individuals who are hurting.  In addition to becoming better caregivers, everything learned in Stephen 

Minister training enhances relationships with family, friends, coworkers, and others they meet in  

everyday life. 

  

If you feel you are called and are interested in learning more about Stephen Ministry, please contact  

Rev. Terry Phillips or Lee Dowdy through the church office at (770) 926-3488. 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.aspx?sn=99961

